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i| Earlier today, after an ag-
|bnizing  9-hour ‘delay in the
\ imefable, four .freedom flight
DCés landed in Florida within
x hree hours, bringing 428 nris-
ibners to tensely emotional re-
{lunions with families they had
hot seen for 20 months.

The delay was caused by
Castro’s insistence 'that _the

s{African Pilot, the ship carty-

ing part of the $53 million in
medicines and food for the ex-
change, arrive in Havana Pirst.
Once it arrived, about 2
p. m. items on board had _to]
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" Hyndreds” more waited at
San Antonip de los Banos mili-}
‘] tary -airport, 25 miles south-
g| west of ‘Havana, for their turn
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84 Elte bgilliant winter sun Was
| Sctfthy "as ‘the doors of the

| first-big DC6 opened at the

Florida base and the prisoners
walked slowly down the ramp,
.each waving his hand at the
smail group on hand to greet
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More than 200 newspaper

| and television .people were at

the hase, along with a scatter-
4mgg, of others, including lead-
“of the Cuban Famflies

| Bommittee whose long efforts
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hates were that the rescue op-.came ,@dwn ihe ramp—-thil ren |
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larid. $fihing broadly, fairly received loud applause from

yrida &t 6:05 p. m., wiih 1;\18‘

srowned with success. Author-

itieg. hafl .;tgm&‘ampﬁnn! 1o, fide to shake hands wun‘;)’
limit the crowd strietly at the Fémbrace » friend. ]
pase. - 175 .o frojlofiow.de voy feel?” an of-
Slowly, hen "faster, y|ficial shouted. o
¢ ‘#Bien, chico, blen!” ot
who * had ki *+-tn other words, Fine, buddy,
break of defeat of their liber-fine. )
atioh missigli ‘7 Euba 201 The first group did not in-
months ago,. Who* had lived|clude three highranking lead-
through bitter Humiliations|ers of the ill-fated Brigade
beaped on them by their cap-|2506—Jose San Roman, Man-
tors, ‘who had known the de- uel Artime and Eneito Oliva
spair gf 30-yeal prison’ sen-|-—on each of whose heads Cas-
tences and the, hbpeless ‘is-|tro had personally plgced a
ery of Jife in a prison crgwded $500,000 ransom. demand. Also
with political captives.. " = |absent from the first contin-,
It was a sceng laden with gent were the sons of Miro|
emotion. Some of the liberated |and another exile chief, Man-]
men charged impatiently down uel A. Varona.
the ramp, two steps at a time,; One of the immigration host- |
and ofto ‘the ﬂ%idm’ strip,] esses, Maria Louisa Bolivar of
taughing for sheet joy." TPuerto Rico, was the first to
A mustached young mango into the plane. .
pushed dway the arm pro-| Inside she gave a brief wel-
ferre;i ‘hy a Red Cross girl, coming speech in Spanish and
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skipped fhrough the roped off|the prisoners.
lape frdgn the plane and into], She tpld them that she was
2 bus_waiting to'take the ar- welcoming them again into
chvalsiletthe professing ednter. [this country in the name of
Some %pp-‘gﬁ»td shake hands tsi';et people of tihe United
with ac ances, ‘including ates. . .
heir ‘&:ﬁéeg‘gg compa\rllioni . By the time the third plane
who were egchanged on credit|landed, the first group sal
early in the year.' down to their first hot -meal]
| A long cgrivan of cars and in the United States-—vege-
"motnrcycles-?;precetiéd the first|table soup, roast heef, mashed|
bus 3§ it putled away with the|potatoes, gravy and buttered
original arrivals but the for- Peas: It was served on gleam,
\mer  prisoners; Jaughing : £A®)ing white tablecloths by host{
waving in the weird glow of|esses.
dights piercing the darknesg,|  Among the fourth group wag
looked clean shaven: -‘altho’ugﬁa Orlando Cuervo Rubio, son off
underweight. “7"1a formetr Cuban Secretary o
 Pretty hostesses, #hd” Cubari |Health on-whose head Castro'y
exile ‘leaders effibraced them [military iribunal put a $100,
as they boarded the buses. The |000 price tag for his freedom.|
llaughing men obviously were|; The third load contained
‘fighting to hold back tears of|{two Roman Catholic - prigsts|
ihappiness. . . . . lidentified as Father Lugq ang
They were Cl'i@}%d with emo-|Father de las Heras, who ha
tion as father met son, com.-|jumped as' paratrooper chap:
rade embraced comrade angdlains for the Brigade. Th
men _in their %0s~ Wwrapped|Cuban tribunal had sentence
their arms around boys inleach of them to 30 years i
theirfteens. . © © te oo - tlail; but -what was worse, fo
__“Viva "o Estiflos #tldos! bade them from Eonducting
{Viva :Kennedy!" ong shouted., |daily Mass, a forced denial
1, “We a¥e ot B ¢ Dechlise of |the oath they took as priestd.
‘what,;we‘d*id, Yelled inother. Each was wearing lay clothe]
“We —are here thanks to the like the other prisoners.
people of the United States’™ | Three of the passengers o
One of the released prisoners|the fourth plane were ill, an
made a “V” for Victory in the were taken to nearby 'ho
World War II gesture madeipitals. Two were stretchq
famous by Winston Churchill.|cases; one had swollen feq
- “Thank XQ“{Y?E?}d?“t Ken-|and the other a paralyzed le
gedy,” he ca ed. " “Long ‘live| ~ Ag swiftly as they could Y
it L ted b taken to the receiving centd

» ,% aWay|for a hot bath and meal, ti
e first!hiconers dressed in clea
%39 Lfresh khakis that had beg
Aoy for them,
“Their. clothes seemed cleg
and, in most cases, quite new
one official declared. *
they just seemed to want
get rid of anything fro
Cuba.”
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“What do you mean?” he
asked ‘proudly. “They are all
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my sons.”
As he said it, the first pas-

senger plane was wheeling.out| 4RI 4ued e
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on the field to take, off for
/Cuba again to bring out an-
other load of prisoners. .

Despité the sometimes tat-
tered appearance of the ar-
rivals, friends and officials
said that on the whole the
men “looked much better at
first sight than we had antici-
pated.”

When the first plane land-
ed, some of the officials
charged through the rope bar-
ricade to embrace the released
men. But the remainder of
those on the scene contained
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